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SUBJECT: MORE VATICAN VIEWS ON CURRENT ITALIAN POLITICAL SCENE 

REF: ROME 0237 

1 . WE HAD ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITY JANUARY 9 TO FOLLOW UP WITH 
VATICAN SUBSTITUTE SECRETARY OF STATE CAPRIO THE CONVERSATION 
REPORTED IN REFTEL REGARDING THE VATICAN'S POSITION IN 
CURRENT POLITICAL DEBATE. 

2. CAPRIO SAID THAT HE HAD READ THAT AMBASSADOR GARDNER HAD BEEN 
CALLED TO WASHINGTON FOR CONSULTATIONS AND HE THOUGHT 

THIS FACT AND THE TREATMENT GIVEN IN THE ITALIAN PRESS TO THE 
TRIP AND TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATEMENT IN PARIS ARE 
CREATING PROPER STIMULUS FOR ITALIANS TO THINK CAREFULLY 
ABOUT THEIR POLITICAL FUTURE. 

3. CAPRIO ALSO SAID THAT VATICAN HAS BEEN ENDEAVORING TO 
ENCOURAGE DC TO RESIST DEMANDS FOR PCI ENTRY IN THE GOVERNMENT 
OR IN THE PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY. VATICAN, HE EMPHASIZED, 

HAS MADE KNOWN TO THE DC LEADERS, BOTH ITS OWN AND THE 
ITALIAN CHURCH'S OPPOSITION TO ANY MODIFICATION OF PRESENT 
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GOVERNING FORMULA AND HAD ENCOURAGED DC TO TRY TO RESOLVE CRISIS 
THROUGH RENEGOTIATION OF PROGRAMMATIC ACCORD. 

4. VATICAN ORGAN L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO IN ITS DAILY POLITICAL 
ANALYSIS CONTINUES TO HIGHLIGHT (1) GROWING STRENGTH OF SENTIMENT 
WITHIN DC AGAINST THE "HYPOTHESIS OF A MAJORITY WITH THE PCI," 

(2) IMPOSSIBILITY OF DC TO "ACCEPT POLITICAL SOLUTIONS WHICH ARE 
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CONTRARY TO ITS ELECTORAL MANDATE" AND (3) ITS ENCOURAGEMENT 
FOR THE DC TO CONCENTRATE POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS ON "THE UP- 
DATING OF THE PROGRAMMATIC ACCORD." HOLMES 
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